EC364 - The Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012: Zone at the mark

30 January 2009

Please delete European circular EC363

The definition of the zone has changed in the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) for 2009-2012. The distance is now 3 hull lengths, it was previously 2 hull lengths. However, there is an amendment to the definition and to Rule 18 Mark Room.  This amendment allows for a change in the definition of the 'zone' to be stated in the sailing instructions under rule 86.1(b) as can be seen in Guide L, point 1.5. of the RRS.  Meaning that the 'zone' around the mark can be changed in the sailing instructions as either 2 or 4 boat lengths from the mark. If no change is made in the sailing instructions, then the 3 hull lengths apply.

This change was discussed at the European Annual General Meeting and the meeting agreed it would like the organisers of Laser regattas to test the various boat length options before mid-March. We will then send a survey to the districts in March to ask for sailors' feedback and feelings about the changes and options.

After completing the survey, we will then decide which of the options we will apply to the major European Laser events in 2009. It will, however, be too short notice to apply any changes to the first Laser Europa Cup regatta in Lugano.

Please do not hesitate to contact the European Executives with your feedback.

Best regards to all.

On behalf of the European executive committee,

Jean-Luc MICHON
